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UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)

•

Over £6 billion pa combined budget

•

3,900 research and business grants pa

•

2,400 business-led collaborative projects,
over 200 Knowledge Transfer Partnerships

•

151 universities receiving research funding

•

38 institutes, laboratories, units, campuses
and innovation catapults

Providing a stronger voice into Government in
support of UK science
Creating greater space for individual Research
Councils to put more effort into science (and less
into back-office)
Enabling greater co-ordination including for
interdisciplinary research

Improved policy for science and improved science
for policy

FOR UKRI

Greater strategic vision for UK science

DRIVERS

Transition to UKRI:
drivers for the creation of UKRI

Foundations to the Industrial Strategy

Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund
(ISCF)and the Grand Challenges
How the ISCF challenges fit with the
Industrial Strategy Grand Challenges
Clean growth

Ageing Society

Future of mobility

Energy revolution

Medicines manufacturing

Faraday battery challenge

Transforming
construction

Data to early diagnosis and
precision medicine

Robotics for a safer world

Transforming
food production

Healthy ageing
Leading-edge healthcare

National space test facility

Manufacturing and future
materials

Artificial intelligence and data economy
Audience of the future / Next generation services (pioneer) / Quantum technology (pioneer)

UKRI Funds - ISCF
Wave 3 shortlist:
Accelerating detection of disease
Commercialising quantum technologies
Digital security by design
Driving the electric revolution
Future flight
Industrial decarbonisation
Manufacturing Made Smarter
Smart sustainable plastic packaging
Transforming foundation industries
All currently in process of having Business Case and Delivery Plans approved
Expect calls / competitions from summer onwards – timescales vary

Manufacturing Made Smarter
Driving the UK’s manufacturing and associated digital
tech economy to be one of the most prosperous and
productive in the world is a national challenge with
significant potential benefits

Delivering a coherent programme of activities to deliver the targeted
economic and societal benefits in research, innovation and growth
Opportunities for knowledge exchange, coordination and SME
involvement
Funded by the Industrial Strategy Challenge fund, a coordinated
activity between Innovate UK and EPSRC with ESRC, NERC, AHRC,
and STFC
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Delivering a Prosperous Nation
PRODUCTIVITY

CONNECTIVITY

we invest in the emergent science
fields that have the potential to
develop into tomorrow’s innovative
products, processes, services and
technologies

we invest in the fundamental and
application driven research that is
key to social and economic
transformation around data analytics,
AI and cybersecurity

HEALTH

RESILIENCE

we promote collaborative,
interdisciplinary working with
researchers and end users to
generate solutions for current,
emerging and future health and
social care issues

we invest in the unified, wholesystems approach needed to solve
the environmental and social
problems of a sustainable and
resilient future

Funding: People and Research Grants

Research and People
people
[PERCEN
TAGE]

research
[PERCEN
TAGE]

Investment in people includes support for
fellowships (6%)
doctoral students through CDTs, DTP and
ICASE (25%)
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Research

researcher-led
[PERCENTAG
E]

strategic
intervention
[PERCENTAG
E]

Strategic intervention includes investments such as
Innovation and Knowledge Centres and
Manufacturing Hubs

An intelligent investor

£4.6 billion

£80 billion

EPSRC research and training
portfolio, of which

of economic activity
and cost efficiencies from an EPSRC
investment of

£3.4 billion
is relevant to industrial sectors

3,800

collaborating organisations

Creating
connections

Delivering
outcomes

Inspiring
collaboration

Leveraging
investment

£7.8 billion

£1.2 billion leveraged from
business against a current portfolio of

£4.6 billion

UKRI Landscape of Activity: Manufacturing
…from discovery research to commercialisation
Research and skills
Investing in new growth areas
Chatty Factories

Supporting skills
Manufacturing Fellowships

Future Manufacturing Hubs
11 Hubs supporting commercialisation of early stage
research opportunities driven by long-term challenges
of industry - plus 2 Vaccine Hubs funded by DoH

Translation
ISCF
Medicines
manufacturing

MMIC

wave 1

Drawing on emergent research
Catalysis Hub

Early stage commercialisation

Vaccines Centre
Dr Zushu Li
Tata Stell to WMG
now part of SUSTAIN

Driving the electric
revolution

Manufacturing
made smarter
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wave 3

Transforming
foundation industries

Manufacturing the Future Update
Manufacturing Standard Research projects - next batching date 2 July 2019
Manufacturing Hubs – focus on mid-term reviews and planning for future
critical mass funding
Adventurous Manufacturing call – funded 12 feasibility studies. Will review
possibilities for follow-on and 2nd call due to high initial demand.
NetworkPlus highlight notice – 4 to be funded.
Regional meetings – report due to be published shortly.
Refresh of theme strategy - aim to publish late 2019/early 2020
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Manufacturing Fellows 7
Aimed at people who have the potential to be future research leaders in their field of
manufacturing research. They support either:
People currently working in industry who are looking to move into and develop a career in
academia
Academics who have recently moved from industry (within approx. last 2 years)
Up to 5 years of support available.
Must have a compelling research vision and be able to demonstrate how their research will
benefit from their industrial experience.
Deadline for EoIs: 21 June 2019
Deadline for full proposals: 30 July 2019
Contacts: Becky Cheesbrough or Shyeni Paul
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Future Manufacturing Systems call
Up to £12m available across 2 streams:
Discovery stream - multidisciplinary research projects bringing together 2+ disciplines,
supporting new collaborations in very early stages of an idea.
Exploratory stream - interdisciplinary research projects developing a deeper
understanding, supporting teams to push collaboration and fusion of approaches towards a
transdisciplinary approach.
Aim to invest in cross-disciplinary research and networking that will drive business innovation &
lead to new business models.
Projects to focus on manufacturing-relevant opportunities from emerging research areas, which
will enable the development of new, potentially disruptive manufacturing systems.
Deadline: 24th September 2019
Contacts: Richard Bailey or Tracy Hanlon
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www.epsrc.ukri.org
(: 01793 44 4441
*: nicholas.cooper@epsrc.ukri.org

@EPSRC

